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Just for you!

We don't stop at
kitchens! We design
baths, laundry and
mud rooms, home
entertainment areas,
and more!

May we design

a space for you? We
provide in-home
measuring, estimates,
and delivery — all at
no charge to you.

Call or visit us soon.

FEATURING PRODUCTS FROM:

2R KroftMaid

We are America’s Cabinetmaker.” KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM'

Auburn, IN Kendallville, IN Cromwell, IN Edgerton, OH
220 W. Ensley Ave. 403 E. Harris St. 576 N. Jefferson St. 444 N. Michigan Ave.
260-925-4410 260-347-3050 260-856-2152 419-298-2371

Visit our new website at BigCLumber.com!

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES AT NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE:
- In-home measuring to ensure your cabinets and countertops will fit properly
- Computerized design service — you will see what your new cabinets will look
like in your space before the first cabinet is ordered
- FREE DELIVERY
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welcome!

It’s cuddie time.

Cooler weather is on its way, yet we
still have plenty of warmth and sun-
shine. Cold beverages on remaining hot
days are excellent, but there's something
extra cozy about a warm java when the
air gets chilly. And it's a great season for
projects both outdoors and in.

Oh, September, how we love you.

Right? Such are the reasons that many
proclaim fall as their favorite season
of the year. Nature provides glorious
views—with treetops and sugar maples
boasting their brilliant golden colors and
red barns stand out with pride, spotting
our region'’s farm fields.

It's a time for both project planning
(for next season) and project doing in the
now. These are the topics covered in this
September issue of HOME Living.

With expert advice on patio planning
for the ultimate in home relaxation to
learning tips on how to reroof your home
right, we've covered it all. We explored
the elements that make for a great,
grand entrance to your personal abode
and we've found the coolest features and
frills for the fridge in your busy kitchen.

We've explored sugar maples and
shared how to create a compost heap for
your best gardening and organic materi-
als (it's simple to do!). And we've covered
some tips on how to move on a budget.
It's all within these pages.

And finally, with the joys of fall and
transforming outdoor hues, it's also time
for this region’s tasty apples to be at
their sweet peak. Enjoy a simple apple
bread recipe. It'll bring about happy
tastebuds and home scents of pure

homemade sweetness.
Enjoy your month of
September—and
enjoy this great
issue of

HOME Living.

We made it
just for you. &
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- what's trending | color it

Barn Red + Dusty Teal

Photos by HOME Team

September brings about visions of rustic barns against a dusty sky. It's a season of rustic
charm—with a quiet nod to autumn days of yesteryear.

It's the colors of rusty barn red and dusty teal that together tie today’s color trends with popular
country chic design, evoking a subtle celebration of all that’s calm, cozy and reclaimed. This color
combo insinuates a story that’s all about home.

Enjoy a snapshot of HOME Living's September “Color It” home interior picks. Chosen just for
you — from retailers in your backyard. #&

Dogwoods Home Décor, Fort Wayne
260.459.2110, dogwoodsdecor.com

Timberlin Homes, Fort Wayne
260.485.8000, timb

30
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Wabash Lighting, Fort Wayne
260.483.8820, wabashlighting.com



what's trending | plant this!

Sweet Sugar Maples

By Erin Dozois

It begins to really feel like fall when the deciduous
sugar maple starts changing its colors. Their vibrant

red, orange and yellow leaves set fire to the deep blue
autumn sky. In addition to their beauty, sugar maples
have a couple of valuable uses: sugar and timber.

Name: Acer Saccharum, sugar maple or rock maple (Sapindaceae family)
Known for: Vibrant, color changing leaves and winged “helicopter” seeds
Fun Fact: New York, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Vermont all regard the sugar maple as their

state tree. Its iconic leaf adorns the Canadian flag.
Why We Love It: Sugar maples are gorgeous, resilient and easy to grow—and its syrup is a tasty bonus.

Syrup is made by extracting sap from the tree and then boiling
it to evaporate its water content. It takes approximately 40 liters
of sap to produce only 1 liter of pure syrup, making the sugar
maple one of the most important and profitable trees in all of
Canada and the northern United States.

Timber. Maple wood is a choice material in the world of sports.
It can be fashioned into bowling pins, baseball bats and pool
cues in addition to being used in the construction of bowling
alleys and basketball courts. Maple can also be found in the
manufacturing of musical instruments including violins, guitars
and drum shells. Too, its flexibility is perfectly suited for archery

bowrs.

Selecting and Planting
¢ Plant sugar maples in the early fall to allow root systems
enough time to establish themselves.

e Though sugar maples can grow in partial sun, choose an area

receiving at least four hours of full sun a day for best results.
* You may decide to start growing your sugar maple in a

container to limit any risks involved with bare-root planting

outdoors. self-sustaining and tolerant to common stressors, there are a few
* Prepare a growing site with deep, well-drained, acidic or to-dos that will allow them to grow to their upmost potential:
slightly alkaline soil. e [rrigate sugar maples during dry weather, watering the soil
* Make sure there is plenty of space for the maple to grow—they until it is moist but not wet.
can reach up to 75 feet tall and 50 feet wide. ¢ Paint the trunk and newly exposed branches with white latex
paint to help protect the tree from wilting under hot conditions.
After the Bloom e Apply organic mulch to the base of the tree to keep the soil
Sugar maples will continue to grow at a slow to medium rate, cool.
gaining a foot or two each year. While these trees are fairly * Prune only if necessary to avoid problems with bleeding sap.
&

All photos shutterstock.com
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STONEY ACRES
WOODWORKING

Complete Package in Hardwood

for Your Home or Office
Stop in ¢ See Our Showroom!

2695 S. 1000 W., Shipshewana | VM. 260.768.4367, Ex:. 1
For sales inquiries and quotes contact: Darin Yoder * 260.247.6686 * darinstoneyacres@gmail.com
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By Cathy Shouse

Leaving town to refresh your spirit may not be on the agenda
this fall but tweaking your home décor can renew your outlook.
Bringing barnwood and rustic touches into your everyday rou-
tines will mentally whisk you to that quiet country retreat you
long for. Whether you hang a piece of wood displaying the first
letter of your family name tucked away in a hallway, or make
wood the centerpiece of your home decor, the changes may

inspire you toward a calmer pace.

A Mini Retreat

“I believe people like being able to make their homes into get-
aways that resemble a favorite vacation spot, or a memory from
a time gone by,"” said Steve Enright of Bob Buescher Homes.
“Reclaimed wood, which was once thought of as disposable,
has become a beautiful decorating source. Uses are only limited
by one's imagination. We see it in everything from barn doors to
beams, mantels, accent walls, frames for pictures and mirrors,

backsplashes and bar fronts.”

Resources:

Bob Buescher Homes, Fort Wayne, 260.490.3355, bobbuescherhomes.com
Dogwoods Décor, Fort Wayne, 260.459.2110, dogwoodsdecor.com
Timberlin Homes, Fort Wayne, 260.458.8000, timberlinhomes.com

12 Home Living | September 2017

Think Outside the Box

“Rustic decor has really influenced lighting, plumbing and
hardware as well,” Enright said. “The flooring manufacturers
have reproduced simulated rustic flooring with durable finishes.
We are seeing influences in all phases of building without
having to commit totally. ‘Barn doors’ have morphed into sliding
track doors of all styles—some solid, some with windows, some
contemporary.”

While there are no rules, some arrangements may be more
suitable to new construction and others fit an older home.

“Architectural corbels in cased openings are an effective
way to introduce some history and age into newer construction
projects,” said Jodi Golm of Timberlin Homes. “My favorite
recent project involved a client salvaging an old ‘oats’ door from

the family farm and using it as the pocket door to the pantry.”

Above lower right photo provided; All other photos shutterstock.com




Things to consider
“There are many reputable local barn and architectural salvage

companies who specialize in this area,” said Golm. “Prices range
dramatically, so just make sure materials are properly treated to
address pest issues and sealed to prevent chipping paint. Materials
are only half of the story—more dramatic installation patterns such

as chevron or diagonals are being seen more often as well.”

There are many places to get inspiration.
“Pinterest and Houzz are great resources for ideas. Farmhouse
and rustic decor is more popular than ever thanks to the efforts
of several HGTV icons,” Golm said. “Clients appreciate a curated
look with pieces that tell a story or had an interesting ‘past life.’ If
I'm using reclaimed barn wood for a wall, I will likely keep the trim
white. If I'm going with a white painted ‘shiplap,’ I love the look of
pairing it with wrought iron or warm natural wood accents. Texture
is important too. Many homeowners prefer adding layers of texture
like stone, natural fiber pillows and rugs, and the occasional basket
or wood crate to create an alluring space over the use of bold colors
or patterns.

Heidi Anderson, owner of Dogwoods Home Décor, especially
likes rustic ceiling beams, as well as a variety of different woods.
“If you have too many of the same types of wood, it looks boring.

It's always interesting to mix more traditional touches with the

rustic.” .

@1 Coun r\ Mill Cabinet Co.
E Creators of Fine Wood Cabmohy

260-693-9289

90VPZ400:S. » LaOtto, IN 46763
’ Iwww'couni‘mmllloabuwt .COm
irymillcabinet@gmail.com
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Quality. Selection. Value.
We have the largest selection of furniture, bedding, flooring,
outdoor furniture, and grills in the Tri-State area. Our everyday
low prices and huge in-stock selection are sure to get your
home ready for the fall months ahead.

SALE

Your Indoor-Outdoor Living Store

1990 W. Maumee US 20 & 200 W., Angola, IN
260.665.9799
sanbornsforyourhomeangola.com

Furniture « Flooring * Bedding * Patio * Grills

anborn’s
...for your fiome] THRU OCT 15

BOB BUESCHER

Since 1977, I have been committed to building every

home with the same quality and pride as if I were
constructing it for a member of my own family.

Al

)

&

|

Steve Enright
260-445-4600

~ HOMES
Since 1977
1206 Ruston Pass * Fort Wayne, IN 46825
260-490-3355
BOBBUESCHERHOMES.COM
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Let us help you create B
the perfect patio space I RETRETR

KRS

- SOILS PROUD DISTRIBUTOR OF

e TeaTe BELCARD, UNILOCK & ROSETTA
TR T Gift COMMERCIAL PAVERS
certificat®S . 110N PREMIUM BBA CRILLS &

e Available HEARTLAND PERCOLAS

/J 7) 9912Valentine Road Quality B EA U T I F U L
4

Landscape
Fort Wayne, IN 46818 Materials

Since 1953 Innovations to reduce life’s nuisances like dust accumulating on room side blinds.
www.felgerspeatmoss.com

Harboring fewer allergens* is just one more attractive quality about our products.
Pick Up & Pella® Designer Series® windows and patio doors with between-the-glass blinds.
452 Delivery Available (260) 693'31 34 -

g Your

" |
» Free Water Testing
* Pool & S hemic:
» PoolToys

OWew Podl Sales & Service ' y
¥ Pool Eq Parts-k' .
Installation

» Above Ground Pool Salés

\ PELLA WINDOW & DOOR SHOWROOM
1sit our store in Leo Crossintg FORT WAYNE | 427 W. COLISEUM BOULEVARD | 800-684-0034

*Windows with ordinary roomside blinds harbor more indoor allergens
than Pella® Designer Series® windows with between-the-glass blinds.
Based on data from research conducted by the Department of
Occupational and Environmental Health at the University of lowa.
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By Barb Sieminski

One of the fun projects of autumn is planning a patio. We've got some great tips on how to go about
it and what questions you should ask before engaging a contractor and landscaper.

Stone + Clay, Naturally
According to Bob Binhower of NOB Brick & Fireplace, there
are many concrete products in various forms, such as triangles,
squares and rectangles.

“There are also several kinds of natural stone that can be
laid down for patios, walkways and such,” said Binhower, who

owns the business.

Resources:

Arbor Farms, Fort Wayne, 260.637.5816, Fort Wayne,
arborfarmsnursery.com

Living Quarters, Syracuse, 574.457.2929, livingquartersstore.com
NOB Brick & Fireplace, Fort Wayne, 260.483.2126, NOBbrick.com
Supreme Crete, Fort Wayne, 260.444.8852, supremecrete.com

16 Home Living | September 2017

“I think the most durable are the clay brick materials because
they won't fade over the years like some other products, and
they hold up better to abuse.

“We do sell a lot of outdoor patios and fireplaces for patios,
and have a huge display of several companies’ products that use

patios.”

Shade It

The homeowner might also consider using a DIY shade tree
pergola kit or canopy kit, which puts shades or canopies over
patios. As for patio furniture, seek products made of sturdy
materials like metal, wood, plastic or resin in Adirondack chairs,
lounges, tables, et al. And look for new designs in eco-friendly

synthetic wood tables.

All photos shutterstock.com



Plant It

Deb Zumbrun of Arbor Farms suggested that many home-
owners desire privacy along with their patios—and one way
to achieve this solitude is with a wide variety of plants.

“We suggest a varied selection of evergreens, flowering
shrubs, grasses and perennials depending on what the
homeowner likes,"” said Zumbrun. “Sometimes privacy
can be achieved using trellises and fencing along with the
plants. And if there are items such as smokers or grills, the
homeowner may want to provide plants that hide the uglier
aspects of these patio dwellers, but they will also want to
make sure that the cook still can be in contact with guests.”

Kevin Rutherford, manager of Supremecrete, mentioned the
availability of new styles every year to help with repairs or
overlays. “There are a lot of different innovations available
that weren’t available ten years ago,” said Rutherford.

If canopies or pergolas aren’t in the budget for shade,
plants can be used unless you want to broil in the sun on
your new patio, especially from heat reflecting off

the concrete.

“Stick to shade trees that are not ‘dirty,’” said Zumbrun.
“Some crabapples have persistent fruit that does not drop from
the tree, or you may select a tree that's a hybrid that doesn't set
seed. Skyline honey locusts do not set seed, have small leaves
and don't have the thorns of the common locust.

“Decide, too, if you want fragrance. Fragrant shrubs such
as lilacs, some hydrangeas, mock orange and summersweet
enhance the patio experience. Homeowners should decide what
time of year they are most likely to use the patio and what the
use might be. One thing to keep in mind about fragrant and
flowering shrubs is that they are likely to attract bees along with
butterflies.

“Some people love to unwind during the evening by puttering
in the garden. How nice to do so while grilling out or visiting
with family and friends... those who don't enjoy puttering should
select plants that have a more tamed appearance and easier
maintenance,” Zumbrun said. “Boxwoods combined with other
flowering shrubs that are low-maintenance are good choices then.
Plants should not hinder movement on the patio and should not

hang into the areas of seating, eating or cooking.” *®

= v

SoiL ® DirT MIXTUR
MULCHES - MANY VARIETIES
DECORATIVE STONE *FLAGSTONE ® BOULDERS
A1LsO A WIDE VARIETY OF LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

PICK UP OR DELIVERY
9134 W. Cook Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46818
(Just 2.3 miles west of Hwy 33)

QUESTIONS? Give us a call: 260.625.3358

—_— @ www.bueschings.com
—— W

September 2017 | Home Living 17



by
AN
A L
Benjamin Moore /
SELECT
Aura A
ot P
SHE 151 £

Benjamin Moore"

.......

M&F 7-5; T-Th 7-6; Sat 8-1
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Fort Wayne, IN 46825

& SUPPLY (260) 490-8656

Specializing In
 Flake Flooring
e Custom Flooring
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e Decorative Concrete

Overlays

260-444-8852

Learn more at Supremecrete.com
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Evergreens « Flowering Trees « Perennials
Shrubs « Mulch « Landscape Design Service

12515 Coldwater Rd. | Fort Wayne, IN 46845
260-637-5816 | arborfarmsnursery.com

Find us on:

facebook.

home indoor & outdoor living
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Zehr’s Antiques

14404 Page Road, Grabill, IN 46741
Jesse 260-627-0171

Joe 260-740-9042
Fax 260-627-3372

A Grand
Gesture.

The Piano Showroom inside the
Sweetwater Music Store boasts a
great selection of pianos that will
add style and luxury to your home.

Acoustic | Digital | Grands
Authorized Yamaha Piano Dealer

Make a statement in your home
with a piano from Sweetwater.
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. Sweetwater,

'y Music Instruments & Pro Alidio
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Sweetwater.com | 5501 US Hwy 30 W | Fort Wayne
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By Lauren Caggiano

When it comes to repairing or replacing a roof, it doesn’t pay to cut corners. Local experts weigh in
on how to get the job done right, the first time around.

Size it up

First, it's important to compare apples to apples. Roofers speak
in terms of squares. One square is 100 square feet of area, or a
10-foot by 10-foot square area. A typical 2,000 square foot house
has about 1,500 square feet of roof—or, 15 squares.

Pitch, or steepness, is another relevant factor. The steeper
your roof, the more difficult the project. Likewise, roofs with
intersecting rooflines add another layer of complexity and cost
to your project.

Resources:

3 Rivers Remodeling, Fort Wayne, 260.482.5558, 3riversremodling.com
Four Seasons Design & Remodeling, Angola, 260.665.2772,
craftsman-design.com

Morsches Builders Mart, Columbia City, 260.244.6145,
morschesbuildersmart.com

Windows, Doors and More, Fort Wayne, 260.399.6043,
wdmfactorystore.com

20 Home Living | September 2017

Materials Matter

Material is another variable. According to Jeremy Hammel
with Morsches Builders Mart in Columbia City, asphalt or steel
shingles are the most commonly used in the Midwest. “Asphalt
shingles are a thicker, heavier and more durable shingle,” said
Lou Salge with Four Seasons Design & Remodeling.

Kevin Hunter with Windows, Doors & More agrees, adding
that high winds and tornado-like conditions call for solid
materials.

Asphalt shingles start with a fiberglass mesh filled with
asphalt then covered with a surface of sand-like granules. These
shingles are available in a single-thickness, or thicker laminated
style.

While more costly than traditional shingles, metal roofs can
last longer. Metal roofing comes in both panels and shingles and
is often used on either low or steep pitched roofs. There is an
aesthetic component as well. Metal shingles typically simulate
traditional roof coverings, similar to wood shakes or shingles. In
addition to the form factor, metal shingles are lightweight and

are more wind resistant.

All photos shutterstock.com



Longevity + Weather

Regardless of material, you'll want to protect your investment.
Some roofs can last up to 50 years, depending on such factors as
fungal growth and intense sun and wind. Speaking of weather,
the best time to schedule a roofing project is during the spring
or fall, because the temperatures tend to be mild and it’s better
conditions for the crew.

Once the work is done you should be concerned about the
longevity of your investment. Warranties, though, are only as
good as the company they were made by. Stick with a known
manufacturer and contractor for peace of mind. Don't cut corners
by hiring a low-cost roofer with no reputation or credibility —it
could cost you in the end.

Quality Lasts
“A roof done right is better in the long haul,” said Hunter. A
quality contractor can mean quality work.

“Just because you have a ladder and a hammer doesn’t make

" said Craig Winters with 3 Rivers Remodeling.

you a roofer,

Radiant Floor Heat
Warm, Sile

Slabs — Wood Floors — Geothermal
Solar — Tankless Hot Water

See us at www.indianawarmfloors.com

“Training and field experi-

ence is key."”

The chosen roofing
company should be
licensed and insured,
too, at minimum.
This protects the
homeowner and their
assets. As Hunter
points out, if an unin-
sured worker should
fall off your roof while
on the job, the liability and
burden falls on the homeowner.

In other words, do your homework.

Winters offered some general advice for vetting contractors:
“Choose local business and keep your money local. There are
plenty of us around,” he said. “Also, check to make sure your
contractor is registered with the BBB and/or Angie's List and
can provide you with local references. A permanent office is
helpful too... not (a contractor just) working from a home or
out-of-town shed.”

Roofing it right with nearby pros; it's just another reason to
shop local. &

Roofing & Siding ® Windows
Sun Rooms & Decks

3 RIVERS

REMODELING

3 Rivers Remodelmg

260-482-5558 sHowsoom

www.3RiversRemodeling.com = 4205 E?St
Licensed and Insured * Free Estimates kiate Bivo.

B%: SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE. CALL FOR DETAILS! l

“Triple Pane

Windows
Save $$ on your utility bills

For the Cost of
Double Pane

3 Rivers Remodeling » 482-5558
Must present coupon. Not valid with
other offers. Expires 9/30/17

uwo ROOFING

New Lifetime Warranty MasTic
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designer & shakes available
3 Rivers Remodeling * 482-5558
Must present coupon. Not valid with

other offers. Expires 9/30/17
$4500 minimum purchase, see associate for details

bovssa

September 2017 | Home Living 21




« Hummingbirds depend on flowers for nectar.

« Hummingbirds prefer tubular and pendant-like flowers;
they’re a great fit for the hummingbirds’ elongated beaks and
tongues.

« Hummingbirds flowers of choice include hostas, petunias,
coral bells, salvia and cardinal flower.

« When a hummingbird feeds on these nectar-rich blooms, it
gets both nectar and insects—and consequently, also helps to
pollinate the flower.

« Nothing is quite so alluring to the hummingbird than the color
red. Red flowers will draw these birds to your backyard faster.

« Hummingbirds are not picky, however; they will accept hues
of red from pink to orange, although brilliant shades of red are
the most irresistible.

« The trumpet vine is another favorite of these feathered friends.

Fr

I, Signature B! i
TL JackSon Cons\ructlor\ Tnch
2

-
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i., Sept. 15

Atract

A trminingblrds

To your backyard

Its wonderfully fragrant blooms are orange and red, and the
honeysuckle vine attracts hummingbirds like magnets. These
vines take easily to a trellis, arbor or similar supports, as they
vines can grow up to 30 feet in length.

« Once a steady source of nectar is available, nearly all hum-
mingbirds are fearless and bold in returning repeatedly to the
source of nectar.

« You can also buy packets of nectar mix or make your own by
boiling one part sugar in four parts water, replacing mixture
(and cleaning feeder) every two to three days.

« Provide a steady water supply. Hummingbirds need very shal-
low water, about a quarter- to a half-inch deep. They often will
use traditional birdbaths for drinking and bathing by zipping
across the water, just touching the surface and dipping their
bills down for a sip or two.

Sat., Sept. 16 | Sun., Sept. 17
4-8 pm 12-8 pm 12-6 pm

Nine custom entries by these participating builders:
R.W. Kidd Construction e TL Jackson Construction
Granite Ridge Builders e Renewal Homes LLC
Coplen Construction ¢ Milestone Construction, Inc.
Signature Building & Design LLC

Tickets and Parade Books available at the service counters of

Martine NEW/MARKET

NORTHERN INDIANA WARSAW NORTH WEBSTER & SYRACUSE
Tickets: $5.00 for entry into all 9 homes  Children 6 & under are Free

74

Kosciusko REMC

Sponsored by:

ﬂFirst Federal
Savings Bank

Presented by:

BUILDERS

Kosclusko
Professional Members

ASSOCIATION

Fulton Counties
Professional Results

www.bakfc.com | 574.267.6125
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TRINITY

- Kitchen, Bath, & Lighting -

E[m?‘- v
r' slr% = =

11034 Lincoln Hwy E.
New Haven, IN 46774
260.493.2574
trinityhomecenter.com

LIGHTING

THE EXCLUSIVE KITCHEN & BATH DESTINATION
FOR YOUR ELITE LIFESTYLE.

Conveniently located

10 minutes from
downtown Fort Wayne,
or just 1 minute off
Interstate 469 @ exit 19B.
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September can be a fun time of year for all things lawn and garden. Your hard work during the
spring and summer months have likely yielded impressive-looking flora and bountiful fruit and
veggie crops ready for harvest. It's also the time of year to plant winter gardens and plan what
you'll be growing in the spring.

v YL Sl e . .
N ’ 2 4 et

vanroot

We're Rooting For You,_

growerst

Come Grow With Us

11600 Smith Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46809
260.747.7389 | www.vanrootgrowers.com
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*
O Sow seed of next year's biennial flowers.

N
O Start growing spinach and kale in a cold frame f&' winte\r

TASKS FOR SEPTEMBER

O Plant spring-flowering bulbs.

salads.

O Patch any bald spots on the lawn,_;pqve'ing graﬁé“

with compost. Ve i

O Use grass clippings, spent plants and leaves to cultivate

fertile compost. **

O Instead of raking, attach the grass collection bag to the

mower to easily create chepped leaves for the compost pile.

O Dig up, divide and replan own perennials.

O Create a barrier to keep hungry deer f colorful,

tempting perennials.

O Harvest and dry herbs../, .

O Completely clear out the summer vegetable garden.

O Plant cover crops or add compost to winter vegetable
beds.

O Chop firewood to use in the chilly months to come.
O Pick green tomatoes and let them ripen indoors.

O Freeze late-summer crops.

** PROJECT: CREATE YOUR OWN COMPOST!

Feed your crops the very best with this cheap and easy recipe

for the perfect compost:

O Adequate moisture

O Brown plant matter: shredded newspaper, wood chips,
dry leaves

O Green plant matter: kitchen waste, grass clippings

O Activators: garden soil rich in organic matter

Turn the pile with a pitchfork or compost aerator every week to

keep all the ingredients blended and working together. Test the
compost's moisture density. Too little moisture will slow decom-
position, and too much will make a mess. Repeat these steps for
approximately three months or until compost is a dark, crumbly

soil that smells like fresh earth. T

All photos shutterstock.com

Hauser Cabinerry

1716 S. Wayne St., Auburn

260.925.5555

cabinets-unlimited.net

featuring

Distinctive
Accents for
Your Home -

Let Us Help You With
Your Home Design &
Gifting Needs!

Wedding & Gift Registry
Accent Tables & Chairs
Throws & Pillows
Mirrors & Wall Art

Exclusive 1.
Retaller of

Home Accents
Dinnerware
Kitchen & Bath

Simon Pearce,
Juliska,

and

Candles & Gifts

DOGWOODS

furnish ¢ accent ¢ gift

9805 lllinois Road, Fort Wayne

(A Z AR R SRR R RN R R Z AN RS RN R RN N REN R NN R AR N R R RN NN N

(e
260.459.2110 | dogwoodsdecor.com
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By Deborah C. Gerbers

Just like a person’s smile is often the first thing people notice, the entrance to a home can speak
volumes as well. From the street to the front walk to the entryway foyer, it's important—and fun at
the same time—to create just the right look for your home to make guests feel welcome.

There are several elements that go into creating a grand
entrance to a home. To begin, landscaping encompasses plants,
trees, groundcover, lighting elements, rocks and stone accents,
as well as the walkway leading up to the home itself. The Plant
Center Nursery has a wide variety of beautiful plants available
such as weeping willows, tulip, spruce, pine, oak and maple
trees; shrubs like boxwood, yucca and yew; and perennials like
hibiscus, peony and wisteria, as well as several types of deco-
rative grasses like Shenandoah Switch and Red Baron. Picking
the right combination of plants is a great way to spruce up your

yard's landscaping.

Resources:

Plant Center, Fort Wayne, 260.432.7370, plantcenterinc.com

Rock Creek Irrigation, Huntington, 260.437.2921, rockcreekirrigation.com
Trinity Kitchen, Bath & Lighting, New Haven, 260.493.2574,
trinityhomecenter.com

Wabash Lighting, Fort Wayne, 800.558.8820, wabashlighting.com
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When it comes to walking up through the yard, remember
to pay attention to the sidewalk and

pathway décor. According to

Lisa Needler, showroom
division manager at
Wabash Lighting,
exterior landscape
lighting along path-
ways can instantly
upgrade the look of
a home. “We rec-
ommend that people
invest in long-lasting,
high-quality exterior
lighting (typically LED) that
can stand up to elements,” she
said. “It may cost a bit more initially, but is worth it in the end
to have a quality product to stand the test of time.”

When it comes to the front door entryway and foyer lighting,
Needler advises homeowners to update their home's light fix-

tures every five to seven years. “If interior lights are outdated,
All photos shutterstock.com



it’s one of the first things guests will
notice,” she said. “Stay on trend and
update your fixtures to increase the
overall value of your home.”

At Wabash Lighting, there are trained
lighting consultants on staff to help
problem solve for people who might not
have an exact idea of how they want
to illuminate their homes. Needler said
their experienced consultants can help
educate customers about what's popular
now and what kinds of elements will
work for which homes. “Right now, we
are seeing a lot of open-cage foyer glass,
candlestick fixtures, crystal elements,
the Magnolia home look —which is a
shabby/country chic feel,” she said.

While many home projects can be
DIY-friendly, Needler highly recommends
people seek out the help of professional
contractors for major home improvement
jobs. And, she said, don't be afraid to
step outside of your comfort zone when
selecting lights and decorative elements

for your entryway. “Take a leap!” she

said. “Everything doesn’'t have to match
the rest of the home's décor to be beauti-
ful and pack a visual punch. There are so
many things that can provide that ‘wow
factor' ... for example, a transom window
by the front door allows people driving by

the house to see a gorgeous light fixture.”

for your home.

South Bend, Elkhart,

MAXIM'
L I G H T | N G
Wabash Lighting Showrooms and

Maxim Lighting have partnered to

bring you the best selection of lighting

Come see the difference in the only
Premier Lighting Showroom in Indiana!

Visit our Local area Showrooms Today!

Fort Wayne and Warsaw

Call or Stop in Today! 1-800-558-8820

However you decide to light and

landscape your home, have fun and be
daring. The entrance to your home will
be one of the first things people notice,
so make sure yours has a great aesthetic
impact. &

NPWA Wahash

R Lighting

wabashlighting.com

See Yourself in a Better Light!
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By Barb Sieminski

The newest star on the runway showing off new styles and colors —and most of all, new technol-
ogy, is the once-lowly refrigerator. There are now many frills in this much-used inhabitant of the

most popular room in the house.

Look for French doors as an upgrade, and also a single door
bottom freezer refrigerator. A plethora of colors are available as
well. Have you seen the freezerless refrigerators? With these
beauties, the water doors boast filtered water and ice.

According to sales person Tim Hegge of Stucky Brothers, one
of the big attractions is the electronic feature of ice and water
in the refrigerator door. “That water is filtered and the filter
removes more than 99 percent of all impurities from the water,”
explained Hegge.

Also, there is a dispenser light, which easily shows the glass
in low light for those midnight snacks, for which you crept into
the kitchen.

“You would also have a digital display read-out on the front of

the refrigerator that shows temperature on both the refrigerator

Resources:

Stucky Bros, Fort Wayne, 260.482.8402, stuckybros.com
Trinity Kitchen, Bath & Lighting, New Haven, 260.493.2574,
trinityhomecenter.com
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and the freezer and it also indicates whether or not you need to
change the filter, and various other prompts,” he said.

Bold newr colors like black stainless steel are a very popular
color, said Hegge, and LED is another attraction. Another
feature is humidity-controlled crisper drawers. One refrigerator
also boasts phone and email support as well as Live Chat as a
quick means of contacting the manufacturer.

One of the most advanced refrigerators is the Counter Depth
Food Showcase Samsung 21.5 cubic feet side-by-side refrigera-
tor. It has an innovative two-door system, with the exterior door
giving you instant access to the items you love, while the inner
case lets you store larger, fresh food items. This appliance also
offers high-efficiency LED lighting, brightening all corners of the
interior. An ice case is in the freezer for out-of-the-way storage.

The door is overlaid with fingerprint-resistant coating
so nothing mars the surface. And of course it's ENERGY
STAR-compliant.

Hang on, there’s more —tempered glass spill-proof shelves
make cleaning spills much easier. There's even a door alarm

which alerts you if the fridge or freezer isn't completely shut.

All photos shutterstock.com



Now, the colors you've been waiting
for. Here's just a sample of the colors
that are available in refrigerators:
stainless steel, white, black, beige and
bisque, metallic, slate, red, brown, black
stainless, blue and yellow and retro

designs might feature trendy tags like

pink lemonade, beach blue, buttercup
yellow, cherry red and Jadite green
and orange.

Then there are freezerless refriger-
ators that save electricity as well as
offering more space, and these can be

purchased full-size or compact.

4

=

LG Studio offers a 24-cu.ft.
InstaView Door-in-Door Counter-Depth
Refrigerator with ColdSaver Panel
which, according to its ad, is “a mir-
rored glass panel that illuminates with
two quick knocks, allowing you to see
inside the easy access compartment
without ever opening the door.”

This fridge displays a three-door
counter depth French door layout and
also touts a smaller ice and water-
maker, the Slim-SpacePlus on the out-
side door and allows more shelf space
and more door bin space. One caveat to
those parents who enjoy posting their
kids’' artwork on the fridge: magnets
will not stick to the front of this refrig-
erator. And for very young children

who might be rummaging around for

a snack, the appliance comes with a
child lock feature. One fridge even offers
five select shelves labeled deli, market,

pantry, root cellar and beverage. =
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Adivision of Wayne
Pipe & Supply, Inc.

Works

6040 Innovation Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46818

www.waynepipe.com

260-423-9577
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at HOME | celebrations

Quick 'n Casy Apple Bread

By Sue Rawlinson

September begins the beautiful changing of nature’s colors—and the sweetest harvest of apples in the region. So why not
enjoy the season’'s sweetness and fill your home with the scent of freshly baked bread that simply says, “You're home.”

Ingredients:
1 %2 cup white flour
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
15 teaspoon baking soda
14 teaspoon salt
Y4 teaspoon baking powder
14 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 cup white sugar
1 cup fine shredded peeled apple
Y4 cup vegetable oil
1 egg
Y4 teaspoon shredded lemon peel

1 cup chopped walnuts, if desired

Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

2. In mixing bowl, combine flour, cinnamon, baking soda,
salt, baking powder and nutmeg.

3. In another mixing bowl, combine sugar, shredded apple,
vegetable oil, egg and lemon peel; mix well. Add flour
mixture; stir just until combined. Stir in chopped walnuts,
if desired.

4. Pour batter into a greased 8x4x2 loaf pan. Bake in a 350

degree oven for 60 minutes. Cool for 10 minutes on a

wire rack.

All photos shutterstock.com

Rebecca Boone
260-503-5013 | rboone@the-papers.com

Indoor + OQutdoor

www.homeindooroutdoorliving.com

UPCOMINGRECIIOHAINNENIES
OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Fall Fun Thankful Homes Holidays at HOME
Deadline: Mon., Sept. 18 Deadline: Mon., Oct. 16 Deadline: Fri., Nov. 10*
*early deadline
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ALL PET

PROTECT[ON & WARRANTY

The Best Flooring at the Best Prices

CARPET | HARDWOOD | LAMINATE | TILE | REMNANTS | VINYL

MOHAWK
SmartSt *.-

FOREVER CLEAN

The most durable, easiest to clean

ca carpet on the planet.™

Now featuring All Pet
12108 US 27 §., Fort Wayne, IN

Protection & Warranty covering

(260) 639-3591 « www. kncarpet COM  allpets, all accidents, all the time.

Premium Hardwood
Orgcmig Mulch

Graber] Lumber

Pallets * Timber * Mulch ¢ Hardwood
17528 Cuba Road * Spencerville IN 46788

BUY DIRECT

There is a Difference!

* Home Owners
e Confiractors
e Businesses
* Industries

$22.00 yd.

Visit Us or Call Today

HOME community | books
September Books

By Steve Penhollow

Autumn is a time for putting your garden to
bed, so to speak—for putting your beds to bed.
It's also a good time to start preparing for win-
ter and start dreaming of next spring.

Here are two books to help you with all those
endeavors.

& Pretty Tough Plants: 135
Resilient, Water-Smart
Choices for a Beautiful
Garden

by Plant Select

Timber Press; $24.95
3 ISBN-10: 1604697350;
ISBN-13: 978-1604697353

135, Re;lllm!. Vlnt«—SmnnChoku
for n !ummll Gnmen

nalvsELect

Autumn is not too early to start planning for next year's garden
and a new book from the nonprofit organization Plant Select
should help homeowners create gardens that are more resilient
and require less upkeep.

“Pretty Tough Plants: 135 Resilient, Water-Smart Choices for
a Beautiful Garden" is a guide to creating a garden that requires
less water, less coddling and is friendlier to the surrounding
environment.

Most of the plants touted by Plant Select are just as beautiful
as more common varieties but are not as well known. They have
all been rigorously tested by Plant Select in various, recommended
environments.

This book features easy-to-follow instructions for acquisition,
care and maintenance.

Homegrown and
Handmade: A Practical
Guide to More Self-Reliant
Living

ISBN-10: 0865718466;
ISBN-13: 978-0865718463

The latest edition of this popular tome has just been released.

Deborah Niemann is a homesteader and author who strives in
the book to help readers break away from their bad eating and
consumer habits by teaching how to grow our own food and to
make products we would otherwise buy at a store.

Niemann shares hard-won knowledge about activities familiar to
most readers (like growing vegetables) and activities that may not
be quite as familiar (like raising rabbits or making soap).

She casts a harsh light on the packaged and convenience foods
that make up many people’s diets.

“Homegrown and Handmade: A Practical Guide to More Self-
Reliant Living” isn't just for people with lots of real estate to
work with. It also has a lot to offer a homeowner with an average

suburban backyard..
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By Ray Balogh

1 AUBURN: First Friday

2, 6, 9, 13, 16, 20, 23, 27, 30 AUBURN:
Farmer's Market

Cruise-in, late night
shopping, live
entertainment and more.
Free admission. 5 p.m.-8
p.m. Friday, downtown.
260.333.0883.

1 WABASH: First Friday

Celebrate the Wabash community with
musicians and artisans alike playing music in
the streets. Food trucks, music, specials and
more. Free admission. 5 p.m.-8 p.m. Friday,
downtown.

visitwabashcounty.com.

-4 LIGONIER: 26th Annual

Marshmallow Festival

Local vendors sell produce, flowers, herbs,
spices, baked goods and other products.
Free admission. 7 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesday
and Sunday through October, east side of
Main Street between 7th and 9th streets.
260.925.3113

dabadauburn.org.

2, 9 FORT WAYNE: Farmer's Market

Vibrant open-air outdoor market sponsored
by Young Leaders of Northeast Indiana. Free
admission. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, corner of
Wayne and Barr streets.

yini.org/farmers-market.

3 -6 WABASH: Artsfest

Parade, rides, entertainment, games, pizza
eating and cutie contests, marshmallow
bake-off, food and merchandise vendors. Free
admission. Friday through Monday, various
venues throughout town. 260.302.2052
marshmallowfestival.com.

1 -4 VAN WERT: Van Wert

County Fair

Adults $7, youth $5, 12 and under free.
Grandstand: general admission $2, box seat
$3, pit pass $15. Friday through Monday, 1055
S. Washington St. 419.238.9270

vanwertcountyfair.com.

-5 AUBURN: Auburn Cord
Deusenberg Festival

Collector car auctions, parade of classics,
cruise-in, live music, ice cream social, craft
show, flea market, antiques, food, more.
Free admission. Friday through Tuesday,

communitywide venues. 260.925.3600

] =) acdfestival.org.
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Includes Jazz on the Lawn, gallery walk,
concerts, bourbon tasting, movies, plays,
family festival, collage workshop, Dinner in
the Spotlight. Admission charge for some
events. Tuesday through Sunday, various
venues. 260.563.1102

honeywellfoundation.org/artsfest.

7-9 GRABILL: Country Fair

Buggy rides, handmade crafts, food vendors.
Merchant tents with 130 booths. Gospel,
country, bluegrass music. Free admission.
Thursday through Saturday, downtown.

7-9 ROANOKE: 64th Annual
Fall Festival

Free concerts, kids' games, parades,
demolition derby, tractor pull, helicopter
rides, cornhole tournament, carnival rides,
antique tractors. Free admission. Thursday
through Saturday, Roanoke Park, Seminary
Street, Roanoke. 260.672.8116

roanokefallfestival.com.

7-10 ROANN: Covered Bridge
Festival

Free concerts, parade, vendors, rides, games,
car show, trolley rides, farm tractor pulls.
Saturday breakfast on covered bridge. Free
admission. 5 p.m.-10 p.m. Thursday, 5 p.m.-11
p.m. Friday, 9 a.m.-11 p.m. Saturday, noon-4
p.m. Sunday, SR 16 two miles west of SR 15.
765.833.2136

roanncoveredbridgefestival.com.

WABASH: Larry Gatlin and the
Blackwood Quartet

Legendary singer and songwriter Larry
Gatlin will be joined by the Blackwood
Quartet, known as the first family of Gospel
music. $74/$30/$20. 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Honeywell Center, 275 W. Market St.
260.563.1102

honeywellcenter.org.

NORTH MANCHESTER: Eel River
Arts Festival

Art, music, food, family fun, farmer’s market.
Free admission. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday,
downtown. 260.578.3009 or 260.982.7644

eelriverartsfestival.com.

9-‘10 LIGONIER: Stones Trace
Pioneer Festival

Civil War encampment including
demonstration of black powder skills, trade
crafts, period music and entertainment.
Kids' activities, food. $5/person, children 12
and under free. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 5111 Lincolnway South.
260.856.2666

stonestrace.com.



9-10 FORT WAYNE: Open House

1 6-‘17 FORT WAYNE: 43rd Annual
Johnny Appleseed Festival

Fort Wayne's historic 1844 Swinney
Homestead will be open for walk-through
tours. Free admission. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, 1424 W. Jefferson Blvd.
260.424.7212

settlersinc.org.

1 GFORT WAYNE:
Open House

Browse inventory and talk to experts.
Refreshments will be provided. Free
admission. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Windows
Doors & More, 1121 W. Washington Center
Road. 260.399.6043

wdmfactorystore.com.

1 6-‘17 FORT WAYNE: Settler's

Pioneer Village

Experience black pot cooking and historic
hand arts demonstrations during Johnny
Appleseed Festival. Free admission. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday, 9 a.m.-noon Sunday, Johnny
Appleseed/Archer Park, 1502 Harry W. Baals
Drive. 260.424.7212

settlersinc.org.

*
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Period festival with food, crafts, antiques,
music. Demonstrations: tinsmiths, apple
pressers, blacksmiths, potters. Free
admission. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Sunday, Johnny Appleseed Park, 1502
Harry W. Baals Drive. 260.427.6003

johnnyappleseedfest.com.

1 9-23 BLUFFTON: Bluffton Street
Fair

Parades, horse show, horse and pony pull,
magic show, food, games, vendors, idol
contest, free live entertainment. Admission
charge for rides. Tuesday through Saturday,
4-H Park and other venues in downtown.
260.824.4351

blufftonstreetfair.com.

2 2 -24 ANGOLA:
Civil War Days

Civil War battle reenactment, musket loading
demonstrations, cannon demonstrations,
speed loading contest, food, more. Free
admission. Friday through Sunday, Commons
Park, 299 S. John St. 800.525.3101
angolain.org.
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2 3 -24 HUNTINGTON: 42nd
Annual Forks of the Wabash

Pioneer Festival

Mid-1800s encampment, military drills,
pioneer village, vintage baseball, farmer's
market, antiques, crafts, food, children's
games. $3 adults, $1 students, children under
5 free. 10 a.m.-6 a.m. Saturday, 10 a.m.-5

p.m. Sunday, Hiers Park, 547 S. Briant St.
260.356.0138 or 260.366.5094
pioneerfestival.org.

2 3-24 & 30-October 1 FORT
WAYNE, KENDALLVILLE,
AUBURN, NEW HAVEN: Fall Town &

Country New Home and Specialty
Retail Tour

Presented by the HBA of Fort Wayne, the
scattered-site home show is comprised of
23 homes, 9 villas, 2 home building sites
and 8 in-home vendors. Free admission.
260.420.2020

hometour.fortwayne.com.

3 OKENDALLVILI.E:
“Fabulous Fall”

Noble County Master Gardeners’ fall

symposium presented by seven gardening
and plant experts. Vendors, suppliers,
crafters, information booths. $35 pre-
registration/$45 at the door includes
continental breakfast, lunch, snacks, handout
materials. 8 a.m.-3:40 p.m. Saturday, Destiny
Family of Faith Church, 445 N. Riley St. *

All photos shutterstock.com

A complete renovation W|th one, easy-to-install step...

Every Stoll ReFace™ is unique; engineered to completely cover your wood or
gas manufactured fireplace by custom-sizing the frame and the louvers to fit
perfectly. The result will be a complete make-over that suits your taste and fits
your fireplace perfectly. We even offer financing. Call us today!

574-269-3393

www.TrustColliers.com
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Home Builders Association

of Fort Wayne
Fall Town & Country New
Home & Specialty Retail Tour

All photos shutterstock.com
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Wel come Home

Fall Town & Country New Home and Specialty Retail Tour
Dates: September 23 & 24 and September 30 & October 1
Hours: Noon-5 p.m., each weekend
Admission: FREE to the public

Jessica Scheurich, president of the HBA of Fort Wayne Inc., has announced the Fall Town &
Country New Home and Specialty Retail Tour will be held the weekends of September 23 & 24 and

September 30 & October 1.
The scattered site show is comprised of 23 homes, 9 villas, 2 distribution at Scott's, Kroger and Save-A-Lot grocers, as well as
home building sites and 8 in-home vendors currently booked to sponsor locations.
discuss their products/services at many of the homes. For additional information on this year's event contact
This show will satisfy the needs of determined buyers with Maurine Holle, executive director of the Home Builders
homes in all areas of the Fort Wayne region, with presence in Association of Fort Wayne Inc. at 260.420.2020 or visit the Town
the northwest, northeast, southwest and southeast quadrants & Country New Home Tour at hometour.fortwayne.com.
as well as homes in Kendallville, Auburn and New Haven, This year's home tour is presented by the HBA of Fort Wayne
displaying a wide range of floor plans in all price categories. and sponsored by Fort Wayne Newspapers, 3 Rivers, Carter
Admission is free to the public. Homes will be open from Lumber, 97.3WMEE and WQHK 105. The tour's website is
noon until 5 p.m. each weekend. The guide will be available in sponsored by Nob Brick and Fireplaces. ®

the Fort Wayne newspapers on Sunday, September 17, in rack

23 Homes by Participating Builders: In Home Vendors:
Bob Buescher Homes 3 Rivers
Colonial Homes, Inc. Fifth Third Bank
Foster and Park Homes, LLC Centier Bank
Heller Homes Guaranteed Rate
Ideal Builders Hallmark Home Mortgage
Lancia Homes Ruoff Home Mortgage
Majestic Homes Salin Bank & Trust Co...

Star Homes by Delagrange & Richhart, Inc.
Timberlin Homes LLC

Westport Homes

Windsor Homes

9 Villas by Participating Builders:

Carriage Place Homes, Inc.

Delagrange Homes, LLC

Hickory Creek Homes

Matt Lancia Signature Homes

Quality Crafted Homes

Star Homes by Delagrange & Richhart, Inc.

Windsor Homes
———————

2 Home Building Sitesby:

Performance Property Group
Sturges Development Group
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Craig Winters

3 Rivers Remodeling

By Lauren Caggiano

3 Rivers Remodeling is in the community and
for the community. Well established with a solid
reputation, it is the go-to authority for improving
your home’s exterior appearance. Keep this busi-
ness in mind for roofing installations, window
replacements and installations, fresh new siding,
as well as installation of decks, patios, sidewalks
and gutters.

Which of the services you offer yields the
biggest ROI? In other words, where should
customers invest their money?

The best investment is usually in something with energy sav-
ings. Think doors, windows and insulation in the attic, which we

do a lot of the time when we install roofing.

Tell me about your crew. What makes them so
great?

My staff is a blessing. Without each piece of the puzzle (staff
members), things would be much more difficult. We have indi-
viduals who specialize in each trade. In other words, roofers do
roofing projects each day, door and window guys just do doors
and windows, etc. You wouldn't want your electrician doing your

plumbing, in other words.

Tell me about your approach to building
relationships with customers and vendors.

I have spent nearly 20 years now in this trade in Fort Wayne
and am born and raised here. Relationships are key to success
and making daily trials and tribulations work out in our favor.

Teamwork makes the dream work.

What’s the smallest or largest project you’ll
take on?

We mainly focus on roofing, siding, windows, doors and decks.
We do not do interior work and we are not usually doing small
projects. We are not a handyman service and so smaller projects
are not our specialty. We mainly stick to large, complete remodel

projects, like full roofs, complete siding and windowr jobs, etc.

Craig Winters
3 Rivers Remodeling, Fort Wayne, 260.482.5558, 3riversremodeling.com
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REMODELING

Roofing, Siding, Windows, Sun Rooms & Decks

Craig Winters

What are the advantages of renovating over
buying a new home?

We are working on homes all the time that are dated and make
them to almost replicate new construction with bold new
colors, styles and designs of artificial stone, cedar and the new
lineup of shingle and siding colors. It is an exciting time to be in

remodeling.

What is one thing you wish consumers better
understood about your industry?

There is a lot of demand right now, as the economy is booming.
Everyone wants to get it done in the spring or fall, but a lot

of people don't plan ahead. Setting up projects and obtaining
materials takes time, as well as obtaining building permits, etc.
You have to allow this to be a process and plan it out. Give your
contractor time to get the parts and pieces and then assign the
crews to complete the project. It's not something you can just

order one week and expect to have it done the next.

How do you use technology to your
advantage?

We do use some drones and overviews for roof measurements;
however, you have to climb on a roof to see the problems and
give an accurate bid. Competitors that just shoot from the hip
and big box stores are not assessing each roof and home's
individual needs and problem areas. This needs to be done by
a trained professional and not a bot. It is why people get upset
or are unhappy. Just because you have a ladder and a hammer
doesn’'t make you a roofer. Training and field experience is key.
My team has more guys with hundreds of projects under their
belts to make sure things are done correctly and in a timely

manner. ‘



Arnold Lumber Co.

Your Complete Building Center!
425 S. Winchester St., Decatur, Indiana

260-724-3108 » Fax 260-724-4505
1-800-903-4206
Hours: M-F 7AM-5PM e Sat 7AM-Noon

arnoldlumber.webs.com
e Full Service Lumberyard & Hardware

¢ Kitchens — New Homes and Remodels

* Garages and Complete Pole Barn
Packages - Erected or Materials Only

* Doors, Windows and Decks — Repair or Replacement
We Can Provide All Material and Labor For All Your Building Needs

ém
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METAL WALL AND ROOF SYSTEMS
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Bonnie Ranger Realtor | Broker
260-438-7556
BonnieRangerSells@gmail.com

2928 E Dupont Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46825
www.honitaranger.c2 1hradleyfw.com
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BRADLEY REALTY, INC

954 West Dowell Road- Columbia City, IN 46725
(260) 244-6465 o (260) 244-4482 rex: (260) 244-2989

Authorized Dealer for- DuPont, Bayer, BASF, Dow,
Syngenta, FMC, Valent, AmVac, & Monsanto

CEPP

FARM SUPPLY

www.coppfarmsupply.com

‘We have everything you need from the seed you plant, to the

chemical you use to keep your fields clean, to taking care of your lawn R w N
HyR BRYX
R

& garden. We carry Chains & Sprockets, Pulleys & Belts, Lawn,

Garden, & Pond Care, Bedding Pellets & Shavings, Feed, Ritchie
The Sprayer

Waterers & so much more!
m%@mg

“Harwst Stas Hase.”
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Since 1947 Quality Products, Competitive Prices, Full
Manufacturer Support, & Peace of Mind
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Give Yourself

a LIFT!

The Ultimate in
Storage Convenience!

Push a button to store and retrieve
big loads in seconds with Versa Lift.

Don't risk personal injury moving bulky
items to your attic the hard way!

Versa Lifta

Ultimate Home Storage System

You can never have enough storage space
in your home to avoid garage clutter. Why?
Because everything that won't fit into
closets or cabinets inevitably ends up in
the garage. At last, there is a solution to
this problem.

With the Versa Lift attic storage system,
you can utilize hundreds of square feet of
hidden storage space in your attic to hold
all those bulky items that clutter your home
& garage. And you don't have to risk
personal injury climbing a shaky ladder
with your arms full.

Convert your attic into a
huge hidden storage
room with Versa Lift™!

The Versa Lift is a pushbutton storage lift
that will turn your attic into a huge walk-up
storeroom with hundreds of square feet of
hidden storage space that you can easily
access anytime, day or night. Versa Lift will
do all the heavy lifting, you just choose
what goes up and what comes down. You
won't believe how easy it can be to
organize your garage and your entire home
with Versa Lift!

Let us show you how to develop your
home’s hidden assets. You will be
pleasantly surprised at how affordable
the Versa Lift ultimate attic storage
system can be! Call us today for a
free estimate!

For more information call Ken Gunkel,
Custom Quality Homes, Inc.

260-710-0815
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Daniel and Briana Niedens

Prestige

By Steve Penhollow

Photo by Sue Rawlinson

Daniel and Briana Niedens are the owners of
Prestige, a full-service stone fabricator and
installer based in Fort Wayne.

Daniel took some time out of a busy schedule to answer some

questions about his business.

Q: When did you and your wife open the
business?

A: We purchased the existing business three years ago.

Q: What had you been doing before that?

A: Primarily, kitchen and bathroom remodeling. We just
carried our expertise from that world into this one. We scaled
down our offerings from basically everything to manufactur-

ing countertops.

Q: What are the different types of products
that you offer?

A: Granite, quartz and marble.

Q: What’s hot right now?

A: Product wise, I would say quartz has made a big surge
on the market. People are attracted to it: minimal mainte-
nance. We're not doing much marbles anymore. People are
finding them to be a higher maintenance item. With quartz
replicating marble, a lot of the marble market is being taken
over by quartz. You've got the look of the marble, which is
a high maintenance market, with the low maintenance of

quartz.

Q. What are some of the misconceptions
customers have when they first come into
your shop?

A: Quartz is a popular product, but I think a lot of times it is
oversold as a maintenance-free product: the indestructible
this or that. That's not really the truth. There really isn't such

a thing (as no maintenance).

Q: So | am guessing that educating
customers is a priority in your shop?
A: Absolutely. People come into us with a lot of embellished

information. So we try to help them make the most informed

Daniel and Briana Niedens
Prestige, Fort Wayne, 260.471.0328, prestigetileandstone.com
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Daniel and Briana Niedens

decisions possible based on their lifestyle and what they
need. Just because a product is ‘hot,’ it doesn't mean it's what
they need. We ask a lot of questions: Whether they plan on
having kids. Whether they plan to cook every day or to never

cook at all.

Q. Are there luxury products that you offer?
A: We are starting to see the touches of semi-precious stones.
Those are getting a bit ridiculous in cost. There's always
going to be someone who wants the latest and the greatest
and the biggest and the baddest. We're starting to see sup-
pliers, wholesalers, bring in a semi-precious slab materials

market. They're very exclusive, very high-price materials. ®



Today’s* Rates

get movin’ | did you know?

30-Year Conventional, 3.946 percent
15-Year Conventional 3.374 percent
30-Year FHA, 4.682 percent

Moving on a Budget

Let's face it. Moving is expensive. How can you be cost-efficient while transporting your world to a new kingdom?

Enjoy a few tips from the pros.

1. Find free packing supplies. Ask grocery or liquor stores for any leftover boxes. And, use blankets to cushion your valu-
ables—it'll save the cost of packing peanuts!

Lt us help you find your

~ atthesa

'?EALTO‘(' I ASSOCIATE BROKER REAL'OR" ASSOCIATE BROKER

(260) 249-7200 (260) 494-2852

jzehr@mikethomasrealtor.com azehr@mikethomasrealtor.com

2. Rally your compadres. Ask your friends for help. Hire col-
lege-aged kids. Have friends with pickup trucks? Ask for their
help, too. A small gift of appreciation later is much more
cost-efficient than hiring expensive moving companies.

3. Pack snacks. This tip isn't just for moms on the go. Pack
snacks for the day; make sandwiches and pack bags of

chips and waters. A full cooler that's easily on-hand saves
money—and is much appreciated during break-time from the
busyness of moving furniture and mountains of boxes.

*rates effective as of September 2017 issue publishing deadline date

Find us on:
facebook.

home indoor & outdoor living

When you've found your dream home...

we’ve got the loan!

Once you've found your home, we can help make sure buying is
the easy part - with affordable rates and personal service.

Ashley Curtis Chawney Kevin
Warren Rash Gambler Rice
Huntertown Office  Auburn Office Butler Office Angola Office
260.637.1342 260.927.1550 260.868.2177 260.624.2108
NMLS # 901880 NMLS # 1245845 NMLS # 1193791 NMLS # 454723

* Pre Approvals

e 1 st Time Home Owner Programs
* Local Decisions

* Variety of Loan Options

Apply Online at fm-bank.com or Call 800.451.7843

Member FDIC

F&M NMLS ID # 407535 LENDER
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@ Rockfield Realty Group

"WE Work For YOU"

Rockfield Realty Group is here to assist with all of your real-estate needs and
keep your best interest in mind. Selling or buying, you can count on us to make
it happen for you! Call us today and schedule your free Home Market Analysis
to find out the best price for your home! Or, give us your criteria and we will
search out the best home for you!

s‘
m&‘,‘\‘;

Tamra Stier Cassidy Martensen Karen Marzec Brian Moser
Owner/Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor
(260) 348-1510 (260) 627-2200 (260) 433-0973 (260) 341-5430

Carla Gerber Patsy Wimmer Noah Mavity Ashley Mavity
Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor
(260) 433-3157 (260) 312-7079 (260) 312-5300 (260) 446-8468

(260) 627-2200
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| b & Granite ® Quartz ® Laminate
1B Cultured Stone

Stamped Concrete

. ﬁ \ S Windows ® Doors e Kitchens
& o N \ Basement Remodeling
y N *

a * ‘ ‘. Cak B )\‘ ‘ﬂ \

Baths ® Roofing ® Siding
Building Trust for over 34 years

Room Additions
Gutter Protection ® Decks
Retractable Awnings

Windows
Doors 1121 W. Washington Center Rd. Fort Wayne, IN 46825
l 260.399.6043 1.888.493.2636
wdmrtactorystore.com Tortwaynekitchenandbath.com
& More dmf f kitchenandbath
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y ;_\ (260) 426-2000
“DuHadway www.duhadway.com

Windows

NORTH STAR

WINDOWS & DOORS*®

S N iy 6 EEED N

T TR

2214 Wayne Trace, Fort Wayne, IN 46803  Your Neighbors Have Liked Us for Over 70 Years! 0 %

Www.duhadway.com Choose DuHadway—Your Licensed General Contractor for Interest

® Retractable Awnings ®Arbors ® Room Additions @ Windows @ Doors @ Siding e
260)426-2000 & For
*
g — e Window Awnings ® Basement Waterproofing @ Kitchens ® Baths @ and More! ® 12 Months
== BBB

*See office for details






